





This modest compilation of information is in no way to be 
considered complete. It is merely a preliminary document which, 
we hope, will bring us more information. 


If anyone who comes in contact with this document has any 
information which will correct, add to, or update it, please 
send it tos 

W. R. Ferguson 
2034 W. Alabama 
Houston, Texas 77006 





JOHN FERGUSON (1) 


John Ferguson is the person that we assume to be the first 
of our line in America. Since we have never proven conclusively 
that he is our Elijahts father, this work is not called "The 
Descendants of John Ferguson". 

Nevertheless, there is a large amount of circumstantial 
evidence pointing to him, and we are confident that he will 
eventually be proven to be our ancestor. 

The evidence for his authenticity is: 


1. He has a son named Elijah who appears to be the correct 
age for our Elijah. 


2. He lives in Virginia, and according to the memoir of 
Benjamin Newton Ferguson (24), Elijah came from Virginia. 


3. The names of John Ferguson's children correspond to 
the names of Fergusons that Elijah crosses paths with 
later. 


4, Elijah names some of his children the same names as 
John Ferguson's children. 


John Ferguson, born 1722 at » Iarried » died Dec. 20, 
1794 in Culpeper Co., Va. John Ferguson's will shows that he 
was wealthy, literate, and had large holdings. " 


2 I Jesse 

3 II Alexander 

4 III Elijah, b. ca. 1775 
5 IV James 

6 V Samuel 

7 VI William 

8 VII John 

9 VIII Lewis 

10 IX Elizabeth 

11 X Catron, m__ Coones 
12 XI Martha, m. __ Pain 


III Elijah Ferguson, born ca. 1775 in Va., d. ca. 1840 in 
Miss., married Elizabeth Jackson circa 1806. (Elizabeth 
Jackson b. 1786 in S. C., d. circa 1851). Elijah 
Ferguson settled near the present town of Clinton, La. 





This was then Spanish territory. Elijah married 
Elizabeth Jackson, whose father, Thomas Jackson, was a 
famous man in La. Thomas Jackson was a ist Lieutenant 
who served throughout the Revolutionary War under 
General Francis Marion. Thomas Jackson was the man 
who prepared the potatoes in the famous "potato 
legend". (See Genealogy of Wilkinson and Kindred 
Families). 

Elijah bought land on the Amite River adjoining 
the land of a Samuel Ferguson (who we strongly suspect 
to be his brother) and built and owned a gin mill 
there. 

A number of children were born to Elijah and 
Elizabeth in E. Feliciana Parish, La. 

In approximately 1829, Elijah removed to Miss., 
first to Yazoo Co., Miss. in 1830, and then to Carroll 
Co., Miss. where he bought land in 1838. 

Elijah died in Miss. before 1844 since Elizabeth 
Ferguson is listed as a widow in 1844, 


ELIJAH FERGUSON (4) 
and 
Elizabeth Jackson 
13 I Joseph We, be. 1807, m. Mary Ann Hatchell Apr. 23, 1833 
14 II Aaron, b. ca. 1809 in La. 


15 III James Harvey, b. 1812, m. Lucinda Lee July 10, 1834, 
d, Dec. 6, 1859 


16 IV Eliza, be ca. 1816, m. Felix B. Collins 


17 V Matilda, b. cae 1818, m. John W. Lewis at Carroll Co., 
Miss. Sept. 9, 1838 


18 VI Margaret, b. 1823 in La., m. (1) Elbeit A. Emmons at 
Drew Co., Ark. Dec. 31, 1844, m. (2) Albert McAul (b. 
1827) June 15, 1853 at Drew Co., Ark. 


19 VII Elizabeth, b. ca. 1824, m. David B. Bain in Carroll 
Coe, Miss. Nov. 19, 1844 


20 VIII Thomas F., b. 1828 in La. 
21 IX John J., b. 1828 in La. 
22 X Ann, b. ca. 1830, m. Pleasant D. Robinson 
I Joseph W. Ferguson, b. 1807 in La., moved with his 
family to Carroll Co., Miss., and to Drew Co., Ark. 


in 1849; m. Mary Ann Hatchell at E. Feliciana 
Parish, La. on April 23, 1833, and had: 








Iii 


IV 


VI 


(a) Edwin R. Ferguson, b. 1837 in Miss., m. Victoria E. 
Rodgers Mar. 29, 1857 at Drew Co., Ark. 

(b) Martha J. Ferguson, b. 1843 in Miss., m. William 
H. Baldy (b. 1841) Jan. 23, 1861 at Drew Co., Ark. 

(c) Leonidas Ferguson, b. 1848 in Miss. 

(d) Mary Ann Ferguson, b. 1850 in Drew Co., Ark,, m. 
Dec. 20, 1860 George Hyatt Galor at Drew Co., Ark. 


James Harvey Ferguson, b. 1812 in Feliciana Parish, La., 
me Lucinda Lee (daughter of John and Nancy Lee of E. 
Feliciana Parish, La.) on July 10, 1834 at E. Feliciana 
Parish, La. ("Lee*’s are of English Parentage Wealthy 
and of Literary tastes", according to the memoir of 
Benjamin Newton Ferguson). 

In the Biographical and Historical Memoirs of 
Southern Arkansas, it states that James Ferguson was 
the first man to settle in Drew Co., Ark. in 1835. He 
had previously lived in Miss. James Harvey built 
and owned a mill in Drew Co., Ark. On Dec. 6, 1859, 
James Harvey Ferguson died "From overheat and worthless 
Doctor”, according to the memoir of Benjamin Newton 
Ferguson. 


Eliza Ferguson, b. ca. 1816 in La., moved with family 
to Carroll Co., Miss. and Drew Co., Ark., me Felix 
B. Collins in about 1836 and had: 


(a) Martha Jane Collins, b. 1837 in Miss. 
(b) Rohannan (Bahannon) Collins, b. 1840 in Ark. 
(c) Jenetta Collins 


Margaret Ferguson, b. 1823 in La., m. Elbeit A. 
Emmons Dec. 31, 1844 at Drew Co., Ark., and had: 


(a) Josephine Emmons, b. 1847 at Carroll Co., Miss. 


Remarried to Albert McAul of Ashley Co. June 15, 1853 
at Drew Co., Ark. 


JAMES HARVEY FERGUSON (15) 
and 
Lucinda Lee 


23 I 


24 iw] 


25 Lid 


26 IV 


William J., b. Oct. 3, 1835 in Miss., m M. C. Rogers 
in Drew Co., Ark. on July 11, 1859 


Benjamin Newton, b. Mar. 21, 1838, d. Sep. 24, 1931; 
me Susan E. Meyers Jan. 15, 1861 


Mary Louisa, b. 1840 in Miss., m. Clayton Easterling 
Mar. 6, 1859 at Carroll Co., Miss. 


John, b. 1842, died while young 





II Benjamin Newton Ferguson, b. Mar. 21, 1838 in Crystal 
Springs, Miss., me Susan E. Meyers Jan 15, 1861. B. N. 
died Sep. 24, 1931. 

When Benjamin Newton Ferguson was young, his 
mother died and he was raised by his grandmother 
Elizabeth Jackson Ferguson. Benjamin's father owned 
a mill in Drew Co., Ark. In 1859, Benjamin formed 
a partnership with a man named Johnson and put in 
a dry goods and grocery store. In 1862, Benjamin sold 
his interest in the store to Johnson. He took a note 
to be paid at the end of the war, part in gold and part 
in Confederate currency. The store was at Drew Co., 
Ark. On May 12, 1862, Benjamin Newton Ferguson enlisted 
in Captain Wolf's Co., Monroe's Regiment of Cable's 
Brigade, leaving Susan and baby S. Alpha at home. 
During the war, the farm was lost and Susan and Alfie 
ended up following the camp of the Confederate soldiers 
and then she worked for a family in Cairo, Ill. 

After the war, they both went back to where the farm 
had been. 

On June 1, 1870, Benjamin and family set out to 
make a new life. Their only possessions were 3 
horses, a wagon, harness and $632. They traveled 
through N. Louisiana and stopped in Waco, Texas for 
5 years. B. N. worked as a carpenter. 

He then moved to Old Troy in Bell Co., Tex. and 
bought land, first 100 acres and then 2500 acres at 
25 cents per acre. B. N. sold this land and moved to 
Burk Station where Iowa Park now stands. He settled 
on 3 sections of land which he bought for $4 per acre, 
and raised sheep and cattle in addition to farming. 
This land came to be called the “Home Place". 

Benjamin Newton Ferguson became a charter 
member of the Iowa Park Masonic Lodge. He became a 
Shriner, member of Maskat Shrine Temple, Wichita 
Falls, Texas in May 1924. The land he had bought proved 
to contain oil. 

On Sep. 24, 1931, Benjamin Newton Ferguson died, 
one of the oldest Shriners in Texas. The whole town 
of Wichita Falls paid tribute to him. 


BENJAMIN NEWTON FERGUSON 
and 
Susan E. Meyers 


27 I S. Alpha, b. circa 1861 at Drew Co., Ark., d. 1891 
at Bell Co., Texas 


28 II Willie Roy, b. Apr. 6, 1875, d. Apr. 23, 19743 m. 
Mary Elma Childs Dec. 20, 1898 


29 III Nora, b. 1878 at Old Troy, Bell Co., Tex., de 19343 
me Dre Je De. Mickie of Childress, Tex. 


30 IV Lillie, b. 1880 at Old Troy, Bell Co., Texas, d. 
Oct. 1958 at Wichita Co., Tex.3; m. Dan Hooks of 
Iowa Park, Tex. 


31 


V 


imi 


Pearl, b. Sep. 16, 1882 at Old Troy, Bell Co., 
Tex., d. June 1961 at Wichita Falls, Tex.; m. 
Frank Boyd of Wichita Falls, Tex. 


Willie Roy Ferguson (Papa) attended Adran Christian 
College (now TCU) in 1895. Willie Roy married Mary 
Elma Childs at Fairfield, Freestone Co., Texas. 
"Sometime around 1904-1906, Papa bought his first 
car, a side crank job but he kept his fine buggy. 
Mama did not drive until the mechanical contraption", 
an excerpt from the memoirs of Audrey Ferguson 
Redic. 

Around 1900, Papa became good friends with 
Indian Chief Quanah Parker and attended rodeos with 
him. Papa also was a Mason and a Shriner. 

He first was President of the Wichita Fails 
Bank, but sold his interest in it to become a 
full time rancher. He moved to Glenwood, N. M. 
where he owned and worked the Y-7 Ranch until 1960 
when a blood clot in his leg forced him to retire. 
He — in El Paso until his death on Apr. 23, 
1974. 


WILLIE ROY FERGUSON (28) 


and 


Mary Elma Childs 


32 


33 


34 


35 
36 


I 


II 


Lad 


IV 


Iii 


IV 


William Robert, b. Feb. 28, 1901, d. May 1928 at 
Wichita Falls, Tex. 


Audrey, b. Sepe 30, 1902 at Iowa Park, Tex., d. 
1973 at El Paso, Tex.; m. R. B. Redic 


Jackson Benjamin, b. Sep. 2, 1904; m. Mary Louise 
Cox at Brenham, Tex. Mar. 19, 1934 


Mary Elma, b. Aug. 22, 1909; m. J. B. Williams 
Ruth, be Oct. 22, 19173 m. E. Clive James 


Jackson Benjamin Ferguson was born at Iowa 

Park, Tex. He was a wrestler, basketball player, 
and tennis player (going to the state playoffs in 
tennis). Jack graduated in geophysics fron the 
Colorado School of Mines. On March 19, 1934, 

Jack married Mary Louise Cox (who later became a 
distinguished poet) at Brenham, Texas. Jackson 
Benjamin took up golf and became an excellent golfer, 
shooting in the 70's (including a hole-in-one). 

He also started and was President of Tidelands 
Exploration Co. 


Mary Elma Ferguson was born Aug. 22, 1909 at Iowa 
Park, Tex. She married J. B. Williams and had: 


(a) Vicky Williams, b. June 14, 1933, m. Lillian 











V Ruth Ferguson was born Oct. 22, 1917. Married E. 
Clive James and adopted: 


(a) Rebecca James, b. Nov. 23, 1946; m. of 
Hamburg, Germany, divorced and married William 
Parish of Dallas, Texas 


JACKSON BENJAMIN FERGUSON (34) 
and 
Mary Louise Cox 


37 I Jacquelyn, b. Mar. 23, 1935; m. Howard Gillespie 
38 II Robert Benjamin, b. Mar. 1, 19363; m. Carolyn Ramsey 


39 III William Richard, b. Oct. 13, 19393; m. Ann Elizabeth 
Hey (b. at Ealing, London, England on Nov. 18, 1942) 
on Jan. 27, 1968 


I Jacquelyn Ferguson was born at New Orleans, La. on 
Mar. 23, 1935. Jacqui attended Lamar Sr. High School 
in Houston and went on to the University of Colorado 
where she was in Alpha Phi Sorority. She then 
started Alpha Phi at Texas Tech Univ. and then went 
to the Univ. of Houston. She became a Life Master 
at bridge. Jacquelyn married Howard Gillespie 
and had: 


(a) Howard Winston Gillespie, b. May 30, 1958 in 
Houston, Texas 


II Robert Benjamin Ferguson was born in New Orleans on 
March 1, 1936. Benjie also attended Lamar Sr. High 
School, Colorado School of Mines, and graduated 
from the Univ. of Texas in Petroleum Engineering. 
He married Carolyn Ramsey of Houston and had: 


(a) Pamela Ferguson, b. Mar. 27, 1964 in Houston, Tex. 
(b) Roy Benjamin Ferguson, b. Aug. 20, 1968 at 
Newport Beach, Calif. 


IIIf William Richard Ferguson was born at St. Joseph's 
Hospital in Houston on Oct. 13, 1939. Attended 
Lamar High School and Spring Branch High School. 
Went to college at Univ. of Texas and Univ. of 
Houston. Joined the Army and served in El Paso, 
Texas and Spangdahlem, Germany until 1962. Married 
Ann Elizabeth Hey of Manchester, England who got 
her PhD at Rice Univ. in Houston. Richard started the 
Small Store Gallery showing fine art and framing 
pictures in 1969. 
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